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wouldn’t get up that early, so I always had
them all to myself. [Laughter]

And I never will forget, one day I came
home and I told Hillary, I said, ‘‘You won’t
believe what happened to me at a quarter
to 5 this morning.’’ It was a Campbell soup
plant in North Arkansas, and this pickup
truck rolled up. And as often happened, the
husbands and wives—and one was taking the
other to work, and they would come up in
the dark and kiss each other good-bye. And
so this pickup truck came up, and this lady
leaned over and kissed her husband good-
bye and opened the door. And the light came
on, and inside were three children under the
age of 5.

And so I went over and talked to the young
man when his wife went into work at a quar-
ter to 5. I said, ‘‘What are you doing with
these kids? I mean, how do you do this?’’
He said, ‘‘Well, we’ve got to get them up
every morning at a quarter to 4, and we dress
them up.’’ And he said, ‘‘I keep them as long
as I can, but I have to be at work at 7. So
I had to find somebody who would take care
of them at 6:30.’’ Three kids under five. But
he said, ‘‘We’ve got three kids under 5. We
both have to work.’’

Now, there are millions of stories like that.
And they are no less gripping for the parents
than those who don’t have quite such strange
circumstances. But it is inconceivable to me
that we have had all of you wonderful people
working at this and we’ve put all this money
in it, and we still never developed a system-
atic approach or, in the words of Patty, a quilt
that everybody can be a part of. And that,
I think, we should all leave as our mission.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
10:15 a.m. in the East Room at the White House.
In his remarks, he referred to working mother
Kathy Carliner, who introduced the President;
Gov. Roy Romer of Colorado; Mayor Emanuel
Cleaver II of Kansas City, MO; John Sweeney,
president, AFL–CIO, and Patty Siegel, executive
director, California Child Care Resource and Re-
ferral Network.

Statement on the Death of Ann
Devroy

October 23, 1997

Hillary and I were deeply saddened to
learn that Ann Devroy, longtime White
House correspondent for The Washington
Post, passed away earlier today.

For more than a decade, no journalist
dominated and defined the White House
beat with the kind of skill, shrewd analysis,
and gruff grace that Ann brought to her re-
porting. As the saying goes, she always knew
how to afflict the comfortable—and she
made more than one President squirm—but
she did comfort the afflicted. When White
Houses did not get a fair shake in the press,
Ann would often be the first to set the record
straight. And she always wrote and reported
with the interests of her readers first in her
heart, trying always to make the White House
story easier for a citizen to grasp.

Her friends in the press, her friends here
at the White House, and all those who ad-
mired her tough but fair reporting will join
me and Hillary in extending to Mark, Sarah,
and Ann’s family our deepest condolences.

Statement on Signing the Second
Continuing Resolution for Fiscal
Year 1998

October 23, 1997

I am pleased to have signed into law today
House Joint Resolution 97, the second short-
term continuing resolution for fiscal year
1998.

The resolution provides 1998 appropria-
tions for continuing projects and activities of
the Federal Government through November
7, 1997, except those funded by the five bills
that I have already signed into law.

I urge the Congress to approve the re-
maining 1998 spending bills that include the
items contained in the Bipartisan Budget
Agreement and to provide funding for other
priority programs. To give the Congress time
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